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GENERAL  STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  66,082  acres 

Number  of  Parishes  12 

Rateable  Value  at  31.3.70 £362,896 

Penny  Rate  for  1969-70  £1,412 

Estimated  Number  of  Inhabited  Dwellings  at  1.4.70.  ..  4,580 
Estimated  Mid-Year  Population  15,100 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ely  Rural  District  Council 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

By  the  time  the  necessary  information  was  available  to  enable  me  to 
write  this  report,  the  Government  had  already  published  its  general 
proposals  for  the  reorganisation  of  both  Local  Government  and  the  National 
Health  Service.  The  implications  of  these  proposals  are  so  important  that 
some  comment  is  called  for.  It  is  the  stated  intention  of  the  Government 
to  carry  through  this  reorganisation  in  time  for  the  new  Authorities  to 
assume  responsibility  on  1 April  1974. 

Unfortunately  it  seems  to  have  become  the  policy  in  recent  years  to 
invite  consultation  and  discussion  on  the  basis  of  proposals  that  are  so 
broad  as  to  give  very  little,  if  any,  idea  of  the  practical  effect  they 
will  have  on  the  service,  followed  by  very  little  genuine  discussion  when 
the  details  are  revealed.  The  White  Paper  on  the  Reorganisation  of  Local 
Government,  is  a good  example  as  it  gives  little  information  as  to  the 
Government's  real  intention  for  the  allocation  of  responsibility  to  County 
and  District  Councils. 

The  Government  proposals  for  the  reorganisation  of  the  National 
Health  Service  are  even  less  informative.  The  claim  is  made  that  the 
object  of  the  exercise  is  to  unite  the  three  parts  of  the  National  Health 
Service  - Hospital,  General  Practitioner  and  Local  Authority  Health 
Services,  but  the  proposals  would  seem  to  indicate  that  both  the  teaching 
hospitals  and  the  family  doctors  will  still  retain  a considerable  degree  of 
independence  from  the  Area  Health  Authority.  This  leaves  the  Local 
Authority  personal  health  services  to  be  absorbed  by  an  administration  that 
is  primarily  hospital  orientated.  An  attitude  of  mind  that  gives  first 
place  to  the  treatment  of  disease  is  not  conducive  to  a proper 
appreciation  of  the  benefits  to  both  the  individual  and  the  community  of 
preventing  it. 

It  would  seem  that  the  new  District  Councils  will  not  have  the 
services  of  a District  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  I look  forward  with 
interest  to  seeing  how  the  Government  proposes  to  ensure  that  the 
District  Councils  continue  to  receive  the  medical  advice  that  they  may 
need,  as  well  as  the  advice  for  which  they  may  ask. 

We  will  all  be  glad  when  the  already  too  long  prolonged  period  of 
uncertainty  is  ended  and  we  can  get  down  to  the  practical  exercise  of 
making  the  new  system  work  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  whom  we  serve. 

I trust  that  the  Government  will  do  us  the  bare  justice  of  recognising 
that,  at  least,  we  mean  well,  and  have  the  wits  to  cash  in  on  the  con- 
siderable body  of  goodwill  that  still  exists,  in  spite  of  the  ennervating 
effect  of  their  policy  of  conducting  long  delayed  consultations  with 
indecent  haste. 


Vital  Statistics 


In  spite  of  an  excess  of  births  over  deaths  of  90,  the  population 
of  the  District  increased  by  only  50,  indicating  a small  actual  loss  of 
population.  I note  that  the  natural  increase  of  population  in  England 
and  Wales  was  1:230  for  1970,  whereas  that  in  the  Rural  District  of  Ely 
is  1:170,  and  this  is  reflected  in  a corrected  birth  rate  of  17.8  as 
compared  with  England  and  Wales  16.0  and  a death  rate  of  10.8  (England 
and  Wales  11.7).  That  is  to  say  the  District  is  slightly  more  fertile 
and  slightly  less  lethal  than  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 

It  is  pleasant  to  note  that  slightly  fewer  people  died  of  the  plague 
of  our  society.  Ischaemic  Heart  Disease.  The  peak  age  of  death  for  men 
from  this  condition  is  the  decade  following  retirement  (65-74),  whereas 
the  following  decade  brings  the  peak  for  women.  Of  the  12  persons 
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dying  of  carcinoma  of  the  bronchus,  11  were  men  and  no  less  than  8 of  these 
were  under  the  age  of  retirement.  It  is  tragic  to  note  that  a young  man  of 
24  years,  a young  woman  of  27  years  and  a child  of  4 years  lost  their  lives 
in  motor  accidents.  Another  relatively  young  man  lost  his  life  as  a result 
of  the  withdrawal  of  a drug  to  which  he  was  addicted.  This  was  not  a so 
called  "hard"  drug  but  one  that  is  socially  acceptable,  like  alcohol,  which 
can  also  be  rapidly,  or  slowly,  lethal.  The  "drug  scene"  is  not  new  in  our 
society  nor  confined  to  the  young,  though  developments  in  recent  years  have 
high-lighted  the  age  old  problem  that  man  has,  of  coming  to  terms  with 
himself  as  a far  from  ideal  person  in  a far  from  ideal  world. 

Infectious  Disease 


Very  little  notifiable  disease  came  to  my  notice  during  1970.  It  is 
this  kind  of  situation  that  can  so  easily  promote  a false  sense  of  security, 

Diptheria  has  been  virtually  erradicated  and  with  adequate  immunisa- 
tion of  babies  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  remain  so,  but  so  few 
people  can  now  remember  that  before  immunisation  2,000  to  4,000  children 
died  annually  from  this  infection  in  England  and  Wales,  that  many  parents 
no  longer  ensure  that  their  children  are  protected.  We  have  an  effective 
vaccine  against  measles,  now  mercifully  a relatively  mild  disease  in  this 
Country,  yet  it  still  has  a serious  complication  rate  of  at  least  1:1000 
so  that  400  to  600  are  seriously  ill  and  about  100  children  still  die  of 
the  disease  and  its  complications  in  an  epidemic  year.  Virulent  polio- 
virus is  still  to  be  found  and  paralytic  cases  do  still  occur. 

This  should  serve  to  remind  us  that  the  considerable  freedom  from 
infection  that  we  enjoy  is  bought  at  the  price  of  continual  vigilance. 


It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  attendance  record  of  the 
manual  staff  has  been  excellent  through  the  winter  months  and  it  seems 
fair  to  attribute  this,  at  least  partly,  to  the  Council's  policy  of  offer- 
ing influenza  vaccination  to  these  men,  as  well  as  to  their  good  morale. 


The  Environment 


All  premises,  even  in  the  remotest  part  of  the  District, 
weekly  refuse  collection  service.  Improvement  in  the  kerbside 
is  under  consideration  and  the  plastic  sack  bin  liner  has  much 
it,  both  as  an  improvement  in  the  standard  of  hygiene  and  in  1 
the  physical  load  on  those  public  servants,  the  refuse  collect 
praises  are  seldom  publicly  sung.  Your  staff  are  also  to  be  c 
upon  the  manner  in  which  refuse  is  disposed,  with  care  for  not 
hygienic  standards  but  both  the  physical  and  animal  environmen 


enjoy  a 
bin  system 
to  commend 
ightening 
ors,  whose 
ongratulated 
only 
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I appreciate  that  the  Government's  proposals  for  the  reorganisation 
of  local  authority  suggest  dividing  responsibility  for  the  collection  and 
disposal  of  refuse  and  that  an  atmosphere  of  uncertainty  is  not  conducive 
to  forward  planning,  but  it  does  seem  to  me  that  it  would  be  well  for  this 
Council  to  take  some  thought  for  the  future  of  refuse  disposal,  if  only  to 
be  in  a good  position  to  represent  the  needs  of  this  community  on  the  new 
district  councils  in  1974. 


It  is  noted  that  all  parts  of  the  District,  apart  from  the  parish  of 
Wentworth  and  isolated  dwellings  are  now  served  by  a public  sewer.  It  is 
highly  commendable  that  of  40  samples  of  effluent  from  treatment  works, 

32  were  satisfactory  at  first  test  and  the  other  8 having  been  taken  at  an 
inappropriate  time,  were  satisfactory  when  tested  again.  Except  in 
unusually  difficult  circumstances  requests  for  cesspool  emptying  are  met 
within  48  hours.  For  a small  authority  serving  a scattered  community  this 
standard  of  service  seems  to  me  to  be  in  the  top  class. 

Excluding  visits  to  the  slaughterhouse,  119  food  premises  received 
187  visits.  I have  no  doubt  that  a visit  by  one  of  the  public  health 
inspectors  acts  as  a powerful  reminder  to  both  staff  and  management,  of 
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the  high  standards  of  food  handling  that  are  required.  The  members  of  the 
public  also  have  a responsibility  to  insist  on  good  hygienic  practice.  A 
dirty,  but  germ  free  milk  bottle  is  aesthetically  unpleasing,  a proper 
cause  for  complaint,  but  not  a hazard  to  health.  The  regulations  and  the 
public  health  inspectors  do  what  they  can  to  ensure  that  food  handlers  wash 
their  hands  after  using  the  toilet,  but  only  the  members  of  the  public  can 
refuse  to  accept  open  food  offered  by  persons  who  have  just  wiped  their 
noses  or  picked  their  spots,  both  of  which  can  harbour  potential  food 
poisoning  organisms. 

A sufficient  and  wholesome  water  supply  is  provided  by  the  Ely, 
Newmarket  and  Mildenhall  Water  Board. 

I wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  all  the  staff  of  the  Department  and 
especially  to  Mr.  Gwynn.  I would  also  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Council  for  their  interest  and  support. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

B.  W.  M.  Macartney. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


(The  mid-year  home  population  is  used  for 
the  statistical  calculations) 


Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male  Female 

121  116 

8 5 

129  121 


Total 

237 
13 

250 


Birth  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population  I6.6 

Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (I.O7)  17.8 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales)  16. 0 

Still  births  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  21  3 

Illegitimate  ^ ^ 

213 


Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births 
Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births 


(England  and  Wales) 


11.9 

13.0 


Deaths 


Male  Female  Total 


98  62  160 


Death  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population  10.6 

Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (l.02)  10.8 

Death  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales)  11.7 

Infant  Mortality  Deaths  of  infants  under  Male  Female  Total 

one  year  of  age 

Legitimate  3(l)  2(l)  5(2) 

Illegitimate  - - - 


(Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  are  shown  in  brackets) 


Infant  Mortality  rate  (infant  deaths  under  one  year 

per  thousand  live  births)  20.0 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (England  and  Wales)  18.0 

Neonatal  Mortality  rate  (infant  deaths  under  four 

weeks  per  thousand  live  births)  8.0 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  rate  (Infant  deaths  under 

one  week  per  thousand  live  births)  4.0 

Perinatal  Mortality  rate  (Still  births  and  deaths 

under  one  week  combined  per  thousand  live  and  still  births)  15.8 

Legitimate  Infant  Mortality  rate  per  thousand  legitimate 

1 ive  births  21.1 

Illegitimate  Infant  Mortality  rate  per  thousand 

illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  5.2 

Maternal  deaths  (Deaths  ascribed  to  pregnancy,  child- 
birth and  abortion)  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births  Nil 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages)  37(37) 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  (all  ages)  Nil 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  34(47) 


1969  Figures  in  brackets 
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TABLE  CLASSIFYING  DEATHS  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS 


Under  4 weeks 

Males 

1 

Females 

I 

Total 

2 

4 weeks  and  under  ! 

I year 

2 

I 

3 

I year  and  under  5 

years 

2 

2 

4 

5 years  and  under  ^ 

15  years 

- 

- 

- 

15  years  and  under 

25  years 

1 

- 

I 

25  years  and  under 

35  years 

- 

I 

I 

35  years  and  under 

45  years 

3 

3 

6 

45  years  and  under 

55  years 

7 

2 

9 

55  years  and  under 

65  years 

16 

7 

23 

65  years  and  under 

75  years 

29 

9 

38 

75  years  and  over 

37 

36 

73 

Total 

98 

62 

160 

CASES 

OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  1970 

Age  in  Years 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Total 

Under  1 year 

3 

3 

I - 

2 

2 

4 

2-4 

2 

2 

5-9 

2 

2 

4 

10  - 14 

- 

- 

15  - 24 

- 

25  - 44 

- 

45  - 64 

1 

1 

65  and  over 

- 

Age  Unknown 

- 

Totals 

1 

7 

6 

14 

7 
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GENERAL  PHOVI SIGNS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Cambridgeshire  and  Isle  of  Ely  County 
Council  under  section  111  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1933,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  the  Ely  Urban  District  Council,  Ely  Rural  District 
Council  and  Newmarket  Rural  District  Council  is  combined  with  the 
appointment  of  Senior  Medical  Officer  to  the  County  Council  by  securing 
for  the  appointment  of  a full  time  Medical  Officer  from  1st  September,  1968 

Public  Health  Inspectors 

During  the  year  Mr.  Gwynn  continued  as  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
assisted  by  Mr.  Shaw. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  are  made  by  the 
Public  Analyst  at  Cambridge.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cambridge, 
undertake  bacteriological  and  biological  examinations  of  milk  and 
bacteriological  examinations  of  water  samples,  and  all  necessary 
examinations  in  cases  of  infectious  diseases. 

Hospitals 

The  District  is  served  by  hospitals  of  the  East  Anglian  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  sent  to 
Cambridge  City  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  R.A.F.  Hospital,  Ely,  renders  invaluable  service  to  this  Community 
Ambulance  Service 

The  District  is  served  by  three  ambulances  stationed  at  Ely, 
operated  by  Cambridgeshire  and  Isle  of  Ely  County  Council. 

Nursing  Services 


These  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  - details  in 
Appendix  A. 

The  Public  Health  (infectious  Disease)  Regulations  1953  and  1968 

No  action  was  required  with  regard  to  the  "Carriers"  of  food  poison- 
ing infections. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948,  SECTION  31  (as  amended) 

Meals  on  Wheels 


Littleport  has  meals  on  wheels  supplied  three  times  weekly.  Our 
thanks  are  due  to  all  those  persons  who  have  given  of  their  time  to  make 
this  possible. 

Sections  47  and  30 


No  action  was  required  under  either  of  these  Sections. 
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NURSING  SERVICES  FOR  ELY  RURAL  DISTRICT 

PROVIDED  BY  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


APPENDIX  A 


The  trend  of  nursing  is  towards  team  work  rather  than  nurses  working 
on  individual  districts.  Health  visitors  are  now  being  attached  to 
general  practitioners  and  midwifery  is  being  undertaken  in  hospitals. 

Ante  Natal  Care 

At  home  and  at  surgeries  by  general  practitioners  and  midwives. 

Child  Health  Clinics 


Tuesday  Haddenham  2nd  and  4th  Church  Hall 


2.30  p . m. 
G.P,  attends 
4th  Tuesday 


Littleport  Weekly 


Sutton  4th 


Wednesday  Black  Horse  4th 
Drove 


Little  . 4th 
Downham 


Health  Centre 


2.30  p .m. 
G.P.  attends 
alternate 
Tuesdays 


Uethodist  Church  2.00  p.m. 
Hall  Extra  Clinic 

2nd  Tuesday 
in  July  and 
October 


Community  Centre 


2.00  p.m. 
Assistant  M.O. 
attends 


Parish  Hall  2,30  p.m. 

Assistant  M.O. 


Educational  Classes 


Educational  classes  for  parents  and  others  are  arranged  as  required 
by  midwives  and  health  visitors. 
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REPORT 


of  the 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


D.  J.  Gwynn,  M.A.P.H.I., 
Public  Health  Department, 
11,  Lynn  Road, 

ELY, 

Cambs . 


Tel:  Ely  2894 
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COMMENT 


If  anyone  missed  the  fact  that  1970  was  European  Conservation  Year 
they  must  have  been  deaf  or  blind,  or  both.  Every  national  communication 
medium  devoted  much  space  and  time  in  proclaiming  that  concerted  effort 
was  needed  to  save  mankind  from  the  advancing  threats  of  pollution,  in 
whatever  manner  or  shape  it  was  seen  to  occur,  A Royal  Commission  on 
Environmental  Pollution  was  announced  and  everyone,  hopefully,  was  made 
aware  of  awakened  interest  in  the  state  of  his  or  her  environment.  High 
sounding  phrases  were  coined  which  were  very  useful  for  padding  speeches 
or  reports,  and  high  principles  were  evolved  for  the  aim  of  interested 
groups.  This  was  all  very  laudable  to  those  who  could  understand  what 
was  going  on,  but  did  the  man  in  the  street  really  grasp  it  all,  or  should 
he  have  been  told  in  less  esoteric  terms  that  he,  i.e.  civilisation,  was 
producing  too  much  filth.  No  doubt  much  good  work  was  done,  attention  was 
focussed  on  a very  serious  problem,  but  many  descriptions  of  the  causes  of 
pollution  were  too  technical  and  complicated  to  be  readily  understood,  or 
too  professional  and  academic  to  be  of  interest  to  the  layman. 

It  would  be  well  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  there  is  nothing 
new  about  pollution.  Our  ancestors  may  not  have  been  conscious  of  the 
dangers,  but  they  were  present  just  the  same.  They  may  not  have  witnessed 
the  'Torrey  Canyon',  been  bothered  about  the  dumping  of  radio-active  waste, 
or  considered  the  possible  effects  of  widespread  use  of  toxic  pesticides. 
But  they  were  breathing  air  which  has  been  polluted  ever  since  man 
discovered  fire,  and  must  have  seen  the  creation  of  many  health  hazards 
caused  by  the  crude  disposal  of  body  wastes,  and  other  refuse.  Certainly 
Edwin  Chadwick,  had  an  eye  to  all  this  during  his  long  campaigns  for 
sanitary  reform  in  the  mid-19th  century.  Following  in  his  foot  steps 
public  health  inspectors  have  been  promoting  anti-pollution  practices  ever 
since.  Anyone  who  believes  that  improvement  and  eventual  purification  of 
the  environment  is  now  close  at  hand  is  not  being  realistic,  as  history 
has  shown  that  to  cure  one  problem  creates  another.  Constant  vigilance  is 
necessary  to  ensure  that  life  is  not  unduly  endangered  by  mans  own 
ignorance  or  folly. 

One  local  example  of  the  way  in  which  proper  measures  and  a little 
extra  effort  can  produce  satisfactory  results  comes  from  the  refuse 
disposal  arrangements  made  by  this  authority.  When  the  Stretham  tip  was 
brought  into  use  just  over  four  years  ago  we  followed  the  Ministry 
recommendations  for  control,  and  drew  heavily  on  previous  experience,  thus 
planning  for  all  eventualities.  To  the  uninitiated  the  thought  of  dumping 
3000  tons  of  refuse  annually  bought  fears  of  flies,  rats,  smells  and 
equally  unpleasant  features.  During  the  early  stages  the  nearby  village 
residents  were  very  concerned  at  the  proximity  of  the  tip  and  kept  watchful 
eyes  on  its  operation.  Needless  to  say  the  first  two  years  produced  the 
expected  crop  of  complaints  and  it  was  apparent  that  every  fly,  every  rat 
and  every  smell  for  some  distance  around  emanated  from  the  tip.  However, 
we  were  satisfied  that  every  precaution  had  been  taken  by  spraying, 
poisoning  and  covering,  and  that  the  complaints  would  turn  out  to  be  a 
storm  in  a tea-cup.  The  tip  had  originally  been  created  by  the  winning  of 
clay  for  flood  defence  work  and  had  become  something  of  a natural  reservoir 
and  habitat  of  wild  life.  In  the  event  much  of  this  feature  has  been 
retained,  apart  from  the  creation  of  dry  areas  for  tipping,  and  it  has  been 
noticeable  that  wildfowl  and  other  creatures  still  nest  and  carry  on  a 
normal  activity  within  feet  of  the  tip  face.  Last  year  we  successfully 
hampered  the  efforts  of  vandals  and  kept  intact  a swans'  nest,  later 
being  rewarded  by  seeing  a number  of  cygnets  happily  watching  the  earth- 
mover  pounding  to  and  fro  within  a few  yards  of  them.  Eventually  this 
area  will  be  reclaimed  for  agricultural  purposes  and,  I hope,  no-one  will 
have  suffered  harm  during  the  functioning  of  this  essential  service  which, 
without  care,  could  have  produced  unpleasant  side  effects. 

The  environment  in  which  we  exist  is  of  vital  interest  to  all  who 
work  for  the  good  health  of  mankind.  As  a final  thought  I recall  that  most 
dictionaries  imply,  and  the  World  Health  Organisation  defines  health  as 
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'a  state  of  complete  physical,  mental  and  social  wellbeing,  not  merely  an 
absence  of  disease  or  infirmity' . Perhaps  one  could  also  twist  two  well 
known  phrases  to  read  'Concentrate  on  prevention  and  the  cures  will  take 
care  of  themselves'. 

In  conclusion  I acknowledge  the  help  of  my  fellow  officers,  all  of 
whom  have  readily  supplied  information  for  this  report;  my  thanks  to 
Dr.  Macartney  for  advice  and  support  given  when  the  need  has  arisen;  and 
to  the  Councillors  who  are  presented  with  the  more  awkward  of  the 
Department's  problems  month  by  month. 


I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
D . J . Gwynn . 
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1.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 
Sewage  Disposal 
Cesspool  Service 
Watercourse  Maintenance 
Public  Conveniences 


(a)  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


For  some  years  past  this  report  has  carried  more  comment  than  fact 
in  regard  to  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse.  This  has,  in  part, 
been  due  to  the  steadily  changing  pattern  of  the  service  which  had  given 
little  scope  for  a statistical  review  based  on  long  term  operation. 

Every  so  often  it  is  worth  looking  at  some  aspects  of  the  service  in 
detail,  particularly  where  cost  is  involved,  to  show  what  sort  of  value 
for  money  that  particular  service  gives. 

On  average,  this  district  produces  3,000  tons  of  household  refuse 
every  year.  In  196?  it  cost  the  Council  £16,587  to  collect  and  dispose 
of  that  quantity,  i.e.  €5.50  per  ton.  In  1970  that  figure  accelerated  to 
£20,550  in  total,  i.e.  £6.85  per  ton.  Judged  against  the  national  figures 
this  is  high,  but  allowance  has  to  be  made  for  the  scattered  habitation 
of  a rural  area  and  the  long  distance  involved  in  unproductive  travelling. 
The  increase  has  been  solely  caused  by  higher  transport  and  labour  costs, 
as  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  service  over  that  period,  either  by 
additions  to  vehicles  or  staff,  or  in  actual  methods  used.  The  only 
major  expenditure  has  been  the  replacement  of  the  earthmoving  machins  . 
for  tip  control. 

The  service  is  maintained  by  3 full  time  drivers,  7 loaders,  and  1 
relief  collector,  with  1 man  engaged  on  tip  control.  Three  Dennis  Paxit 
vehicles  of  18/24  cu.  yd,  capacity  are  used  full  time,  and  a further 
similar  vehicle  is  maintained  in  'at  ready'  condition  for  use  in  case  of 
breakdowns,  and  as  a supplement  at  bank  holiday  times. 

Each  of  the  vehicles  has  been  purchased  new  at  intervals  from  1962 
to  1968,  and  regularly  maintained  by  a manufacturer-trained  engineer. 

This,  together  with  routine  cleaning  and  oiling  by  our  own  drivers,  has 
resulted  in  absolute  minimum  breakdowns,  and  any  'down-time'  is  usually 
caused  by  punctures. 

Records  show  that  the  average  mileage  for  the  three  vehicles  in 
continuous  use  is  10,000  each  per  year,  the  total  for  all  vehicles  since 
1962  being  200,000  miles.  An  average  fuel  consumption  of  11.2  m.p.g. 
is  attained. 

One  point  to  mention  is  that,  despite  this  being  an  essential  public 
service,  the  Council  pays  a road  fund  licence  fee  of  £904.50  for  the  4 
collection  vehicles,  almost  5^  of  the  total  budget  involved. 

Towards  the  middle  of  the  year,  elaborate  negotiations  and  prepara- 
tions were  begun  in  order  to  assess  whether  a pay-and-productivity 
agreement  could  be  introduced.  The  County  Work  Study  Section  was  engaged 
to  carry  out  an  investigation  on  the  employees  in  the  Public  Health 
Department,  with  a view  to  increasing  productivity  in  accordance  with  the 
principles  set  out  in  N.J.C.  Circulars  N.M.190,  N.M.194A  and  N.M.201A. 

This  embraced  other  classes  of  employee  and  details  were  still  being  worked 
out  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Once  again,  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  many  words  of  praise  were 
received  for  our  refuse  collectors  and  no  complaints  of  any  substance. 
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(b)  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

(l  am  grateful  to  Mr.  R.  J.  Williams,  the  Council's  Engineer  and 
Surveyor,  for  information  contained  in  the  following  section), 

(i)  PARISH  SCHEMES 


The  completion  of  the  small  schemes  at  Pymoor  and  Black  Horse 
Drove  marked  the  end  of  an  era  in  which  the  Council  had  actively 
engaged  in  the  provision  of  main  sewerage  facilities  in  all  but 
the  most  outlying  parts  of  the  district.  The  only  exception  has  been 
the  Parish  of  Wentworth  and  it  is  anticipated  that  this  scheme  will 
be  not  too  far  away,  despite  ominous  rumblings  that  curtailment  in 
public  expenditure  may  necessitate  the  temporary  shelving  of  plans 
which  were  approved  in  November.  A scheme  is  on  the  stocks  for 
provision  of  a sewer  to  serve  33  premises,  and  which  will  discharge 
to  the  existing  Witcham  Works.  Plans  for  extensions  of  the  Little- 
port  sewers  have  had  to  be  temporarily  held  over. 

(ii)  SEWER  RECONSTRUCTION 


What  might  be  termed  the  Saga  of  Silt  Road  continued  throughout 
the  year.  The  reconstruction  of  this  part  of  the  Littleport  system 
has  produced  every  anticipated  problem  plus  one  or  two  additional 
snags.  Originally  expected  to  take  4 months,  the  contract  was  only 
80^  completed  at  the  6 month  stage.  The  crossing  and  recrossing  of 
water,  gas  and  electric  service  lines;  cavities  formed  by  running 
silt;  and  the  need  to  drive  sheet  steel  piling  to  a depth  of  16  ft. 
were  only  some  of  the  problems  encountered. 

In  all  the  circumstances,  a rate  of  progress  of  8-10  yds.  per 
week  was  commendable,  and  the  work  has  been  done  with  remarkably 
little  interference  with  the  comfort  of  the  residents. 

(iii)  SEWAGE  SAMPLES 

Independent  sampling  by  River  Authority  Inspectors  took  place 
on  5 occasions  during  the  year  at  each  of  8 disposal  works. 

Of  the  40  samples  examined,  12  were  very  satisfactory;  20  were 
satisfactory.  The  remaining  8 were  taken  when  works  had  been  de- 
sludged  within  the  previous  twelve  hours  and  on  re-testing  were  found 
to  be  of  satisfactory  standard. 

(iv)  INCIDENTAL  MATTERS 


Complaints  of  smells,  alleged  to  come  from  the  Haddenham 
sewerage  system,  were  investigated  jointly  by  the  Engineer's  and 
Public  Health  Departments.  The  complaints  were  centred  on  the  High 
Street  and  Hop  Row  areas  and,  as  on  previous  occasions,  many 
observations  were  taken  of  times  of  occurence,  atmospheric  conditions, 
the  rates  of  flow  in  the  sewers,  and  the  quality  of  sewage  being 
pumped  into  the  section  concerned  from  perimeter  areas.  Various 
theories  on  the  causes  were  expounded,  experiments  were  carried  out, 
but  these,  of  necessity,  were  slow  to  be  proved.  The  Parish  Council 
saw  fit  to  carry  the  matter  to  the  local  M.P.  and  also  to  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  who,  in  turn,  seemed  to  appreciate 
that  the  problem  would  take  longer  to  be  resolved  than  was  expected 
by  a vociferous  minority  of  the  residents.  Voluntary  extensions  to 
ventilation  systems  on  private  drainage  were  made,  and  a dosing  of 
the  main  sewer  with  sodium  nitrate  was  undertaken,  which  seemed  to 
have  a beneficial  effect. 

(c)  CESSPOOL  SERVICE 


The  Council  continued  to  operate  a tanker  service  whereby  private 
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dwellings  not  capable  of  being  connected  to  a public  sewer  could  receive  a 
cesspool  emptying  at  least  once  per  year  free  of  charge.  It  was  found 
possible  to  hold  steady  the  cost  of  intermediate  emptyings  at  £1  per  load. 
Trade  premises  were  dealt  with  at  a rate  of  35/-d  per  load  without  any  free 
service,  and  many  of  these  premises  were  dealt  with  on  a 'standing  order' 
basis,  thus  facilitating  a planned  programme. 

Work  continued  on  the  provision  of  a system  whereby  the  tanker 
contents  could  be  discharged  into  the  Littleport  sewage  works  without 
detriment  to  treatment  of  normal  domestic  sewage,  but  this  was  not  in 
operation  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  lagoons  on  the  filled  refuse  tip  at 
Littleport  were  used  as  the  main  areas  for  disposal. 

A total  of  495  orders  were  received  compared  with  402  in  1969.  These 
accounted  for  717  loads  (694  in  1969)  again  representing  approximately 
700,000  gals,  of  sewage. 

The  tanker  also  performed  a useful  function  in  clearing  sewer 
blockages,  flushing  watercourses,  de-sludging  small  sewage  disposal  works 
and  de-silting  dykes. 

(d)  WATERCOURSE  MAINTENANCE 

More  man  hours  were  devoted  to  routine  maintenance  than  had  been  found 
possible  for  several  years,  with  the  result  that  major  problems  of 
flooding  etc.  did  not  occur. 

One  'black-spot'  to  receive  attention  during  the  year  was  a section 
of  the  3rd  Public  Drain  at  Stretham  which  had  been  culverted  behind 
houses  in  Newmarket  Road,  but  which  had  never  satisfactorily  relieved 
flooding  in  the  area.  The  whole  section  was  relaid  to  modern  standards, 
work  being  completed  in  December,  1970.  At  the  same  time  a catchment  pit 
system,  into  which  this  watercourse  discharged  before  connecting  with  the 
No.  2 Drain,  was  removed  in  order  to  improve  the  flow.  The  pits  were  no 
longer  considered  necessary  as  the  watercourse  does  not  now  take  any 
sewage . 

In  conjunction  with  an  estate  developer  a section  of  The  Brook 
Watercourse,  Sutton,  was  piped-in  during  the  year.  This  removed  a possible 
hazard  to  children  in  the  area,  and  also  satisfied  complaints  which  had 
previously  been  made  about  the  dangerous  and  insanitary  condition  of  the 
watercourse  in  earlier  years. 

(e)  PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


The  Council  continued  a policy  of  providing  free  toilet  and  hand 
washing  facilities  at  the  public  convenience  in  Littleport. 

I record,  without  comment,  that  a letter  was  received  from  a 
holiday-maker  travelling  through  the  district  setting  out,  in  glowing 
terms,  praise  for  the  facilities  and  the  way  in  which  they  were  maintained. 
The  local  press,  reporting  on  this  unusual  occurrence,  headlined  the 
article  "Super  Loo". 
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2,  HOUSING 

General  Building  Programme 
Improvement  of  Private  Dwellings 
Slum  Clearance 


(a)  GENERAL  BUILDING  PROGRAMME 

(i)  Council  Housing  Programme 
Permanent  Houses 

No.  of  dwellings  completed  during  1970 

No,  of  dwellings  under  construction  at 
31.12.70. 

No.  of  dwellings  provided  under  the 
Housing  Acts  to  31.12.70, 

No,  of  pre-war  dwellings  improved  by 
the  provision  of  standard  amenities 
during  1970, 

No,  of  pre-war  dwellings  under 
improvement  at  31.12,70, 

No,  of  pre-war  dwellings  improved  since 
introduction  of  the  scheme  in  1958. 

Temporary  Houses 

There  is  no  temporary  housing  accommodation 
provided  by  the  Council. 

( ii)  Private  Enterprise  Housing 
Permanent  Houses 

No.  of  dwellings  completed  during  1970 

No.  of  dwellings  under  construction  at 
31.12.70. 

No.  of  dwellings  completed  since  April 

1945 

(iii)  Subsidised  Agricultural  Housing 

No,  of  dwellings  completed  during  1970 

No.  of  dwellings  completed  since  April 
1945 

No.  of  dwellings  completed  since 
commencement  of  scheme  in  1938 

(*  This  figure  is  included  in  the  1129 
shown  at  (ii)  above). 

(b)  IMPROVEMENT  OF  PRIVATE  DWELLINGS 


1787 


658 


78 

140 

1129 


*44 

72 


The  first  full  year's  operation  of  the  new  maximum  for  Discretionary 
Grants  (£1,000)  saw  the  total  number  of  dwellings  improved  under  this 
scheme  increased  to  27  (l6  in  1969) » the  highest  figure  for  many  years. 

A wide  range  of  improvement  "types"  were  in  evidence  from  conversion  of 
large  properties  into  flats,  complete  terrace  schemes,  and  single 
dwelling  modernisation.  Individual  grants  were  as  high  as  £836  for 
major  improvements,  and  as  low  as  £66  where  the  only  work  necessary  was 
the  insertion  of  a damp  proof  course. 
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The  number  of  Standard  Grants  this  year  was  only  marginally  higher  at 
31  (27  in  1969). 

The  following  table  shows  details  of  grants 
Discretionary  Grants 

No.  of  dwellings  improved  or  provided 


during  1970  27 

Total  of  grants  paid  during  1970  £10,334 

No.  of  dwellings  improved  since  1949  300 

Total  of  grants  paid  since  1949  £85»147 

Average  grant  per  dwelling  £284 

Standard  Grants 

No.  of  dwellings  improved  during  1970  31 

Total  of  grants  paid  during  1970  £6,232 

No.  of  dwellings  improved  since  1959  441 

Total  of  grants  paid  since  1959  £67>826 

Average  grant  per  dwelling  £154 


The  combined  totals,  i.e.  58,  show  an  increase  of  nearly  30^  over 
the  previous  year,  and  points  to  the  fact  that  the  revised  amounts 
allowed  by  the  1969  Housing  Act  are  encouraging  more  owners  to  improve 
their  properties. 

Owner/occupiers  received  the  benefit  of  36  grants,  while  22  grants 
were  paid  in  respect  of  tenanted  properties, 

(c)  SLUM  CLEARANCE 

As  the  rate  of  improvement  increases  so  the  need  to  take  action  for 
unfitness  tends  to  decrease. 

In  replying  to  a Ministry  request  (Circular  92/69)  38  premises  were 
listed  as  unfit  to  the  extent  that  formal  action  should  be  taken  during 
the  period  1970-1974.  This  figure  had  stood  at  113  in  1965»  so  that 
already  75  sub-standard  dwellings  had  been  cleared  and  no  difficulty  was 
expected  in  dealing  with  the  remainder. 

During  the  year  written  reports  were  made  to  the  Housing  Committee 
in  respect  of  6 dwellings,  resulting  in  the  making  of  three  Demolition 
Orders,  two  Closing  Orders,  and  the  acceptance  of  an  undertaking  with- 
drawing an  old  farmhouse  from  use  for  human  habitation. 

As  a result  of  earlier  action  19  premises  were  demolished,  and  a 
further  33  were  removed  from  the  sub-standard  housing  lists  on  being 
improved  to  a satisfactory  standard. 

Work  was  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  on  a complete  revision  of 
the  sub-standard  housing  lists,  last  reviewed  in  1968. 
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3.  FOOD  CONTROL 


List  of  Food  Premises 
Registered  Premises 
Food  Hygiene 
Meat  Inspection 
Poultry  Inspection 
Condemnations 
Legal  Proceedings 
Complaints 


(a)  LIST  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 

The  established  food  business  in  the  district  are  categorised  as 
follows 


grocers/general  provisions 

LICENCED  PREMISES 
BUTCHERS 

BAKERS  AND  CONFECTIONERS 
SWEET  AND  ICE  CREAM  SHOPS 
SCHOOL  canteens/kitchens 

CAFES 

GREENGROCERS 
FACTORY  CANTEENS 

fried/wet  fish  merchants 

POULTRY  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 
CONVALESCENT  HOME  CANTEEN 
CHEESE  FACTORY 
HONEY  BLENDER 
SLAUGHTERHOUSE 


39 

22 

13 

6 

6 

16 

3 

3 
2 

4 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 


120 


TOTAL 


(b)  REGISTERED  PREMISES 

There  are  75  premises  registered  for  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream, 

43  are  actively  trading. 

10  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages  etc. 

(c)  FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 

A slight  increase  in  visits  to  food  premises  was  again  possible 
during  the  year.  Excluding  routine  visits  to  the  slaughterhouse  for  the 
purposes  of  meat  inspection,  187  visits  were  made. 

New  Regulations,  i.e.  The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1970, 
were  received,  which  would  become  operative  on  1st  March,  1971. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  during  the  year.  This,  of 
course,  does  not  mean  that  everything  in  the  food  handling  business  was 
satisfactory,  but  no  contraventions  were  found  which  merited  the  full 
force  of  the  law  to  bring  about  a solution. 

(d)  MEAT  INSPECTION 

Slaughtering  takes  place  at  one  licenced  slaughterhouse  in  the 
district.  The  through-put  is  very  small  and,  therefore,  100^  inspection  of 
all  carcases  and  offal  has  provided  no  problem.  Standard  charges  are 
levied  for  the  inspection  services. 
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The  following  table  presents  the  details  for  the  year. 


Cattle 
excl . 
Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

78 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

78 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

7 

Percentage  of  numbers 
inspected  affected 
with  disease 

9 

Tuberculosis  only 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cysticercosis  only 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(e)  POULTRY  INSPECTION 


No  routine  pattern  of  inspection  has  been  achieved  at  the  two 
slaughtering  establishments  in  the  district.  It  is  estimated  that 
approximately  2,200  head  of  poultry  are  slaughtered  weekly.  Reliance  is 
placed  on  the  vigilance  of  the  staff  to  ensure  that  no  suspect  carcases 
enter  the  chain  of  distribution. 

(f ) CONDEMNATIONS 

80  lbs.  of  carcase  meat  and  offal  were  condemned  at  the  slaughterhouse 
and,  additionally,  1 cwt . 73  lbs.  of  carcase  meat  and  offal  were 
condemned  in  retail  shops. 

4 lbs.  of  cooked  meat  were  surrendered  to  the  Department  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption.  16  lbs.  of  frozen  food  were  also  surrendered 
following  breakdown  of  a deep-freeze  unit. 

(g)  food/milk  - LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

Representations,  following  complaints,  were  made  to  the  Council  on 
three  occasions  concerning  dirty  milk  bottles  and  the  presence  of  a 
foreign  body  in  bread.  In  two  cases  proceedings  were  authorised  as  follows: 

A small  milk  bottle,  delivered  to  a local  school,  was  found  to  have  a 
non-viable  fungus  attached  to  the  base  surface.  The  bottlers  had  been 
strongly  warned  on  a previous  occasion  and  were  therefore  prosecuted 
under  the  provisions  of  The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations.  The  Magistrates 
imposed  a fine  of  £10  with  fees  and  costs  of  £20.50. 

A village  housewife  complained  that  a small  loaf,  baked  and  delivered 
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by  a local  baker,  contained  an  insect.  It  was  discovered  that  the  body  of 
a wasp  had  been  baked  in  the  loaf  and  proceedings  were  therefore  taken 
under  Section  2 of  The  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  On  the  charge  being  proved  a 
fine  of  £15  was  imposed,  plus  fees  and  costs  of  £13.40. 

(h)  COMPLAINTS 

In  addition  to  the  prosecuted  complaint  of  a dirty  milk  bottle, 
others  were  received  which  merited  strong  warning.  The  dairies  concerned 
were  advised  to  increase  their  vigilance  in  spotting  contaminated  bottles 
before  filling.  This  brought  into  focus  the  long  standing  problem  of  the 
misuse  of  milk  bottles,  and  the  failure  on  the  part  of  many  people  to 
heed  the  message  "Rinse  and  Return  Clean".  Opportunity  was  taken,  through 
the  kind  co-operation  of  the  Chief  Education  Officer,  to  circularise  all 
schools  asking  for  particular  attention  to  be  paid  to  the  cleaning  of 
bottles  by  the  children.  It  was  also  stressed  that  foil  caps  and  straws 
should  not  be  left  in  the  bottles,  nor  should  the  bottles  be  used  as 
temporary  ink  wells,  paint  pots  or  flower  vases. 

Milk  also  featured  in  another  complaint  - this  time  of  a peculiar 
taste.  The  Public  Analyst  reported  that  no  harmful  substances  were  found 
in  the  sample  submitted  to  him,  and  it  was  suggested  that  cows  supplying 
this  milk  had  been  fed  on  material  which  had  a tainting  effect. 

4.  PLACES  OF  EMPLOYMENT 

Offices  and  Shops 
Factories 


(a)  OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 


Routine  inspections  were  made  at  30  registered  premises  involving  71 
visits.  This  was  virtually  equal  to  the  amount  of  time  devoted  to  this 
aspect  of  district  duty  in  the  previous  twelve  month  period.  It  means, 
in  effect,  that  each  of  the  premises  registered  under  the  Act  receives  a 
visit  once  in  two  years. 

There  are  now  87  registered  premises  in  the  district. 

Various  contraventions  were  listed  as  a result  of  the  inspections 
carried  out,  and  the  attention  of  responsible  persons  was  drawn  to  those 
items.  Again  the  general  cleanliness  of  the  working  environment  seemed  to 
suffer  the  greatest  lack  of  care,  with  the  cleanliness  of  sanitary 
accommodation  and  proper  maintenance  of  washing  facilities  running  a close 
second.  All  matters  were  satisfactorily  resolved,  however,  without  re- 
course to  formal  action. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  no  notifiable  accidents  occured  in 
registered  premises  this  year,  thus  maintaining  a 'clean  sheet'  for  the 
second  year  running. 

(b)  FACTORIES 

A special  effort  was  made  during  the  year  to  carry  out  detailed 
inspections  of  factory  premises  in  which  certain  functions  of  the  Act  are 
administered  by  the  L.A.  Past  years  had  seen  some  neglect  in  this  direction, 
mainly  due  to  pressures  in  other  spheres  of  public  health  work.  As  a 
result,  49  visits  were  made  embracing  nearly  all  factories  within  the 
Council's  jurisdiction. 

Dealing  with  contraventions  required  the  service  of  11  informal 
notices  relating,  in  each  case,  to  unsatisfactory  sanitary  accommodation. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  prescribed  particulars  required  by 
Section  153(l)  of  the  1961  Act. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4 
and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  local 
authorities 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories 

not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  local 
authorities 

47 

46 

11 

Nil 

Totals 

50 

49 

11 

Nil 

Factories  in  this  area  do  not  involve  large  and  complex 
installations.  Most  of  the  enforcement  is  in  the  hands  of  H.M.  Factory 
Inspectorate . 

5.  OTHER  DISTRICT  SERVICES 

Caravan  Sites 
Petroleum  Regulations 
Rodent  and  Pest  Control 
Water  Supplies 
Miscellaneous  Matters 


(a)  CARAVAN  SITES 


Within  the  terms  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development 
Act  i960,  there  were  27  licences  in  force  for  sites  in  the  district 
during  1970. 

17  sites  were  occupied  by  single  residential  vans;  8 sites  were  used 
by  3 or  morevans;and  2 siteswere  in  use  for  limited  periods,  catering  for 
tourists  and  fishermen. 

It  was  estimated  that  157  caravans  were  providing  permanent  homes, 
the  majority  being  sited  at  Littleport  and  Witchford. 

There  is  seldom  a need  to  comment  on  this  subject,  apart  from  the 
problems  caused  by  itinerant  van  dwellers,  but  one  event  worthy  of  note 
happened  early  in  the  year.  A caravan,  on  one  of  the  larger  residential 
sites,  caught  fire  in  the  absence  of  the  tenant.  Despite  prompt  action  by 
the  Warden,  who,  in  particular,  quickly  disconnected  the  Calor  gas 
cylinders  and  made  full  use  of  a portable  extinguisher,  the  van  was 
completely  gutted  in  a matter  of  minutes. 
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In  checking  the  site  fire-fighting  equipment  it  was  found  that  all 
was  in  order,  hut  the  re-filling  of  the  used  extinguisher  was  delayed  by 
over  6 days  by  a nationally  known  hiring  company.  In  view  of  this  ex- 
perience the  Site  Manager  arranged  for  at  least  two  extra  extinguishers  to 
be  held  as  spares  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  any  part  of  the  site  being 
without  adequate  fire-fighting  equipment.  This  was  a timely  reminder  of 
a hazard  always  present  with  this  type  of  accommodation. 

(b)  PETROLEUM  BEGULATIONS 

There  are  nearly  100  premises  in  the  district  licenced  to  store 
petroleum  spirit.  There  is  no  established  pattern  of  visits  to  all 
premises,  bqt  the  opportunity  is  taken,  in  conjunction  with  visits  for 
other  purposes,  to  remind  licencees  of  conditions  of  storage,  fire 
precautions  and  related  matters.  New  tanks  continue  to  be  subjected  to 
standard  tests,  and  all  new  applicants  for  licences  are  being  required  to 
submit  a test  certificate  where  electrical  installations  are  involved. 

The  C.P.H.I.  attended  a 4-day  course  on  Petroleum  Technology  at 
Surrey  University,  this  having  been  organised  by  The  Association  for 
Petroleum  Acts  Administration.  Modern  methods  of  petroleum  production, 
handling  and  storage  were  dealt  with,  and  the  topical  subject  of  self- 
service  was  amply  covered.  In  an  office  where  a multitude  of  subjects 
have  to  be  reviewed  it  is  not  always  easy  to  keep  fully  up-dated^ on  them 
all.  These  intensive  courses  are  therefore  all  the  more  useful  in 
gathering  latest  information  quickly  and  effectively. 

(c)  RODENT  AND  PEST  CONTROL 


No  serious  problems  beset  the  Department  this  year,  and  the  Rodent 
Operator  was  able  to  cope  with  routine  duties  without  being  sidetracked 
into  dealing  with  unusual  pest  problems. 

In  pursuing  one  particular  complaint  from  a local  school  it  was  found 
that  the  drainage  system  had  become  infested  with  rats.  Due  to  defects, 
which  allowed  access  to  electric  cable  ducts,  it  was  found  that  the  rats 
had  gnawed  the  cables.  On  discovering  this  trouble  the  headmaster  had 
at  least  two  problems  solved,  the  first  being  the  eradication  of  the  rats 
and  the  second  a previously  unexplained  failure  of  the  school  intercom 
system. 

Not  wishing  to  be  accused  of  not  practicing  what  we  preach,  consider- 
able attention  was  paid  to  pest  control  at  Council  owned  sites  such  as 
the  refuse  tips  and  sewage  works.  The  use  of  permanent  bait  boxes 
continued  to  prove  satisfactory  in  saving  both  time  and  material . 

A series  of  sewer  treatments  were  also  carried  out  and  a minor 
infestation  in  one  of  the  older  sewers  was  successfully  controlled. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year,  and  the  details 
of  visits  and  treatments  carried  out,  are  as  follows :- 

( i)  Rats  and  Mice 


Complaints  received 

183 

Inspections 

Dwelling  houses 

280* 

Business  premises 

76* 

Treatments 

Dwelling  houses 

239* 

Business  premises 

24* 

Surveys  and  treat- 

Refuse tips 

107 

ments  of 

Sewage  plants 

83 

Watercourses 

62 

24 


( ii)  Other  Pests 


Complaints  received 


97 


Inspections 


Dwelling  houses 
Business  premises 


101* 

19* 


Treatments 


Dwelling  houses 
Business  premises 


86* 

14* 


Surveys  and  treat- 
ments of 


Sewage  plants 


1 


(*  These  figures  included  'follow-up'  visits). 

Additionally  6?  wasps  nests  were  destroyed. 

(d)  WATER  SUPPLIES 

Water  is  supplied  to  all  parts  of  the  district  by  the  Ely,  Mildenhall 
and  Newmarket  Water  Board. 

The  Ely  R.D.C.  was  represented  on  the  Board  by  Councillors  C.  B.  Darby, 
J.  W.  Hudson  and  C.  H.  Martin,  M.A. 

Since  the  new  borehole  at  the  Beck  Row  source  (Ely  supply  zone)  came 
into  full  use  in  the  summer  of  1968  the  level  of  the  ground  water  has 
fallen  by  about  five  feet,  reaching  a 'low'  in  October,  1970.  However, 
this  is  not  thought  to  indicate  a general  shortage  of  water  but  is 
probably  due  to  the  low  rainfall  of  1969  and  the  long  warm  summer  of  1970; 
more  water  has  been  abstracted  this  year  and  the  level  began  to  rise  in 
October  and  was  still  rising  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

A persistant  taste  problem  occured  during  the  summer  in  Hale  Fen, 
Littleport,  and  was  confined  to  half  a dozen  properties  at  the  extremity 
of  a distribution  system.  Special  examination  of  samples  by  the  Government 
Chemist  failed  to  reveal  anything  likely  to  cause  the  taste  which  ultimately 
disappeared  after  the  mains  had  been  heavily  chlorinated  and  flushed 
several  times.  The  end  of  this  main  has  since  been  linked  to  another  part 
of  the  system  by  laying  a 4"  main  northwards  along  Camel  Drove  to 
eliminate  this  dead  end,  and  raise  the  pressure  in  this  area. 

Apart  from  the  incident  just  referred  to,  the  quality  of  water 
supplied  to  this  district  continues  to  be  of  a high  standard. 

No  progress  has  been  made  by  the  Board  on  the  fluoridation  of  supplies, 
although  requests  for  this  addition  have  been  made  by  the  West  Suffolk  and 
the  Cambridgeshire  and  Isle  of  Ely  County  Councils. 

(with  acknowledgements  to  F.  W.  Sanders,  M.I.C.E.,  M.I.W.E.,  A.M.B.I.M. 
Engineer  to  the  Board) . 

(e)  MISCELLANEOUS  MATTERS 

While  there  are  no  specific  comments  to  make  on  the  undermentioned 
aspects  of  the  Department's  work,  it  should  be  noted  that  routine  inspect- 
ion and  licencing  was  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  following  matters: 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

CIVIC  AMENITIES 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT 

GAME  DEALERS 

SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS 

SCHOOLS  INSPECTION 

STREET  NAMING  AND  NUMBERING 

WATER  SAFETY. 
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6.  GENERAL  DISTRICT  INSPECTION 
Details  of  visits  made  during  1970  are  as  follows 
HOUSING 


Routine  inspections 

105 

Improvement  grants 

I8I 

Works  of  demolition 

38 

Clearance  programme 

154 

478 

PUBLIC  HEALTH 

Private  drainage/cesspools 

173 

Sewer  dykes/watercourses 

60 

Cleansing  services 

309 

Animal  nuisances 

29 

Pest  Control 

86 

Water  supplies 

7 

664 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

Bakers/Confecti oners 

24 

Butchers 

26 

Caf es/Canteens 

21 

Fish  Traders 

2 

Grocers/General  Provisions 

49 

Greengrocers 

3 

Licenced  Premises 

33 

Mobile  Food  Shops 

25 

Slaughterhouses 

40 

Vegetable  washing  plants 

4 

227 

CARAVANS 

Licenced  sites 

27 

Itinerant  sites 

24 

51 

CIVIC  AMENITIES 

Abandoned  vehicles 

21 

Rubbish  dumps 

9 

30 

FACTORIES 

General 

49 

49 

OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 

Routine  inspections 

69 

Registration  queries 

2 

71 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Private  houses 

25 

Schools 

2 

27 

OTHER  VISITS 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 

6 

Pet  Animals 

10 

Petroleum  Regulations 

15 

Street  Naming  and  Numbering 

21 

Noise  Abatement 

6 

Swimming  Pools 

20 

Sundry  Items 

14 
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TOTAL  INSPECTIONS 

1689 
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